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Message from the District Governor

Sheila Chesanow
“We Serve”
I’m proud to have served this year as District Governor for the best district in
Tennessee. As all of you know one person does not make a great district; it
takes a team of dedicated, service-minded individuals like yourselves to achieve
what our district has accomplished this past year. I

truly believe in shared
leadership and have tried to live up to that role. A special thanks to
all the Club Officers and Committee Chairs for their hard work.
Here is what we have accomplished this year:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Increased the number of female Lions in our district
Reduced avoidable membership drops
Although we did not start a new club with the help of some dedicated Lions we have saved a couple
and we may even be able to reactivate one (that’s kind of like starting a new one isn’t it).
16 of the 36 clubs are a plus one at this point and, yes, I will be visiting them in July and August for
the Ice Bucket Challenge as promised. If you are not one of those clubs you still have time to meet
that challenge.
Donated $11,126 thru May (240% increase over 2016) to LCIF
Received a $ 166,000 grant for low vision
Received a $10,000 emergency disaster grant for tornado relief in 5 of our counties (who could have
planned for a tornado?).
Mega service hours and completed Legacy Projects
Largest number of Leo Clubs in the state
To each club member I want to thank you for your service
to your community and I would like to encourage you to
expand your service by adding one new member.

Remember that we still offer the Family Discount program,
as well as, entrance fee waivers for Students and Veterans
(including active duty).
Finally, although, after July 1, I will no longer be the
District Governor, I will be the District Membership Team
Leader and the Council Chair for the Multi- District so I will
still be around.
Thank you for your service,
DG Sheila Chesanow

DG Chesanaw receives presidential award from IP Corlew
for her work with the tornado disasters
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Message from the First Vice District
Governor

John Moon
The International Association of Lions Clubs is an excellent
organization. It is the largest service organization in the world.
Our history, our brand, our culture, our resources, and structure all
champion our vision, to be the global leader in community and
humanitarian service. Service is what makes a Lion. It’s what we
do. It’s who we are.
Every one of the 46,000 clubs and 1.4 million members share this excellence, we all benefit
from the efforts of others; that is what an association is; we are both excellent because of our
individual and collective efforts.
Excellence is both unique and distinct. Unique because it is rare. Excellence is not a natural
occurrence; we need to choose excellence. Distinct because it has definite characteristics.
There are 5 faces of excellence that every club can choose to achieve.
Service: Everything you do should support service. Perform impactful and relevant service
projects for your members and your community
Communication: Communicate with your members and the community with a Facebook page
or website.
Leadership: Identify and develop new leaders in your club through orientation, mentoring and
training
Membership: Make club growth a priority; make a commitment to bring 1 new member to your
club this year.
Support your association: Report your
officers, service activities, and membership
updates. Give back to your Lions Clubs
International Foundation and white cane, and
pay your dues on time.
As we look towards the 100th centennial
celebration, let’s choose excellence and
continue to make our association great and
relevant for the next 100 years. Ask your
district leaders to help!

Tennessee’s new District Governors inducted at this year’s
Lions Clubs International Convention in Chicago. Our own
DG John Moon is pictured 2nd from the left.
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New Leadership
Each year, your District and Multiple District
Global Leadership Teams (GLT) pull off an
impressive feat. Clubs go through the annual
process of identifying and electing new officers,
and your GLT team works tirelessly to train and
equip these officers for the upcoming year.
This spring, District 12-O GLT John Moon
assembled the DREAM TEAM including PDG
Jerry Pala and PDG Mel Tryon and conducted 9
training sessions across our District. Over 70
Lions participated.
If your club missed out on one of these training
sessions chock full of critical information, it is
NOT TOO LATE. Contact DG John at
johnmoonlion@gmail.com and he’ll bring the
Dream Team to your club to get those new
officers ready for an epic year!

Assembler of the DREAM TEAM
…DG John Moon……with hair…

Officer training in Delano for District 12-O lions from Delano
BENTON Inglewood Cleveland and Etowah. Great fun and
fellowship
Sale Creek officers inducted

Lions LEAD
THANK YOU IP Corlew!!
For showing us how to Climb New Mountains!
It has been a record breaking, historic year!
Brand New MyLion app
launched at convention

Announced at the International
Convention…… We are Making History!
Over 166 million people served.

All time membership record announced on Sunday, July 2

L i o n s Create and Collaborate
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RAM + Lions = AWESOME
What do you get when you add creative, service-minded Lions with an impressive organization
like Remote Area Medical Clinics? You get MORE opportunities to meet the needs of MORE
people in our communities. Recently, the TN Lions Low Vision Rehabilitation Project was invited
to participate in Remote Area Medical clinics scheduled in our District. The first clinic slated for
this effort was held in Red Bank in early June. Of the 292 patients seen at the vision clinic that
day, 13 people with low vision were served by the Low Vision team with magnifiers, special
sunglasses, and referral to other free services. Over 40 other RAM patients stopped by our
table to learn more about low vision assistance for friends and family members.

Lions from the Low Vision team assist Meigs county resident
with low vision.

RAM leader, Stan Brock,
accepts $250,000
International
Humanitarian Award at
the Lions Clubs
International Convention

Almost 300 patients were seen at the recent
RAM clinic in Red Bank. The Lions Low
Vision team provided magnification aids and
referrals to free services to patients with
vision loss from cataracts, macular disease,
and traumatic injuries

Lions SERVE
Spring City Lions participate in Craft Fair

Rain or Shine … Signal Mountain Leo Club members serve
up BBQ for the annual July 4th event

Recovery efforts for tornado victims continues and is
supported by Athens Lions Club members

Lions GATHER

Tennessee Lions getting ready for the parade at the International Convention in Chicago

Ooletewah / Collegedale Lions
Club gathers to welcome 5 new
members

Lions HONOR

Cleveland Lion George Martin honored for 61
years of service

No surprises here ….Lion Dan Chesanow honored as District 12-O Lion of the
Decade

Lion Doug Wood of the Delano Club receives
award for 30 years of service.

Lion Mary Brown of the Athens Club receives presidential
award for her service during the tornado disasters.

L i o n s Reflect
How Service Saved Me
Lion Cheryl Saucier

Not many of you know me. I am a relatively new Lion and have been the editor of this newsletter for
the past year. This is my last newsletter before PDG Carol Rhines takes over. I am taking the liberty to tell a
bit of my story to encourage all of you to reflect on why you are a Lion.
I had a normal, sweet childhood, went to college, met a boy and married in 1991. We both worked for
a few years and then I had triplets in 1999. In spite of a very early delivery at 26 weeks, my children not only
survived, they thrived. We had a good life with ups and downs. In 2009, my world began to crumble. In the
span of 18 months or so, I faced a quick series of devastating events including the sudden death of my
beloved mother, my own diagnosis of cancer, the suicide of a friend, the loss of a job, a sudden, unexpected
move, and on and on and on………… In subsequent years, my marriage fell apart and I continued to suffer
severe and painful side effects from my aggressive cancer treatments. I felt like Job. Suffering and more
suffering.
I was not sure I could function well enough to ever work again. I wanted to try so I began volunteering
at Signal Centers. It was painful and hard….but I loved it. In a short period of time, Signal Centers hired me.
It was through this job that I reconnected with an old colleague at Johns Hopkins who is a Lion. He shared his
passion for Lionism and the organization’s potential to make a major difference in the lives of people with low
vision. With his encouragement, I sought out Tennessee Lions and met PDG Mel Tryon and DG John Moon.
They had me at “hello”. I was hooked and fell in love with this great organization at once. In short order, the
TN Lions Low Vision Rehabilitation Project was born.
I am a single mom of teenagers. I now have a thriving, busy job with low vision optometrist, Dr.
Heather McBryar. I am beyond busy. BUT, I spend hours and hours and hours working on the TN Lions Low
Vision Rehabilitation Project. It has become my passion. Pouring myself into service aided my physical and
emotional recovery more than any medicine, more than physical therapy, more than counseling. Service
saved me and reminded me of who I am and what I can do to make a difference.
Why are you a Lion? What MORE to you have to offer? What other ways can you invest deeply and
sacrificially? Dig in. Give more. Look hard for ways to do more, do it better and change a life. While you are
giving of yourself, you will certainly find that YOU GET so much more in return.

Thank you for the privilege of serving along side
of you. Please DO help PDG Carol with the
newsletter by submitting lots of pictures, stories
and ideas to
liondistrict12onewsletter@gmail.com.
In Service,
Lion Cheryl Saucier

Me pictured in 2010 immediately after my final
chemo treatment
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