
 
Population  New Members from Canvasing 

Spring City 2000     23 
Dayton Lions Club 6500             13 
Decatur 1500       13 

 

I first learned about canvassing when we decided to start a new club in Spring City. After we decided to 
go ahead with this effort we contacted International, set a date, and International sent us a New Club 
Coordinator from Kentucky.  He was real helpful in getting us organized and that is where I got most if 
not all the points on canvassing.  With the help of DG Mel Tryon, GMT John Moon, PDG Barbie 
Blansett, 2nd VDG Sheila Chesanow, PDG Keith Pontius from our district, as well as PDG Marvin Keener 
and PCC Carol Rhines, we canvassed the Spring City area Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday.  Through 
this we got 22 signed up. Today one year later Spring City Club has 32 members. Spring City has a 
population of 2000 people. 
 
After seeing the results, it occurred to me we could do the same thing in Dayton, population about 6500 
and we got 13 new members.   New people who fill out an application with their check can be approved 
by the Executive Board by phone or the Internet for membership.  As you can see by the numbers, 
canvassing does work for new clubs as well as existing clubs.  One common comment was that people did 
not know there was a lions club in town. 
 
Each club that does canvasing will need one person to head it up to take care of details and see that 
everything gets done.   
 
We met at 8:30, had coffee, and chose teams.  If there are out of towners they should be paired with a 
local person.  Each team gets a prepared folder filled with what they need to do for their job.   
 
There should be a map to show teams the area they are to cover 
 
We decided to meet at 12:00.  Some  of our ladies prepared a chili lunch and we were able to discuss 
things.  We decided about canvasing in the afternoon. 
 
·Clubs may get help the first day but after that it is up to the club to finish the job.  Canvassing can be 
ongoing.   
 
·Canvasing can also be done any place there are large numbers of people such as voting places, or golf 
tournaments.  If there is a factory they may let lions canvas during shift change.   
 
·Canvasing can also be done any place there are large numbers of people such as voting places, or golf 
tournaments.  If there is a factory they may let lions canvas during shift change.  
·Most people we talked to during canvasing have never been asked to join the Lions Club. 
 
Most people we talked to during canvasing have never been asked to join the Lions Club. 
 
Schedule should probably be done through the District Governor.   
Even if we do one club per month it is going to take three and a half years to do our district.  The sooner 
we start the sooner we get done.   
 
For More Information Go To:  Tennesseelions.com 



Instructions for Canvassing 
 
Things to Know when Canvassing for New Members. 
1.  100% of people you Don’t know will say no. 
2.  Initiation fee plus dues until end of June.  The $25 initiation fee is waived for retired and active 
veterans.   
3. Two people to a team.   
4.  Ask for whoever is in charge. 
5.  Ask for a business Card 
6.  We do not give up on people in our community. 
7.  Take notes.  One person takes notes and one person talks.  If there needs to be a follow up get when to 
follow up, name of person who asked for follow up and the business and also any other pertinent 
information you feel is important.   
8.  Wait only 10 minutes for a person. 
9.  Smile and handshake.   
10.  Interest in betterment of the community.  You are important to our community and through the lions 
club, can be a real help to those in need.  Stress to potential member the need to keep the club up in 
numbers so local activities can continue.  Also great networking opportunity.   
11.  Ask once.  Ask Twice. 
12.  Ask what they think is a need in the community. 
13.  Leave a flyer with what you are doing now and what you would like to do for the community.  Put 
where your club meeting is and what time you meet and a contact person’s phone number on the flyer for 
any potential member who later decides to join.   
·14.  Have fun! 
.15.   Regroup and discuss your  accomplishments and the next step. 
 
Questions the Canvasser May Be Asked and Should Have Answers For: 
 
I do not have time. 
It cost too much money 
I did not know there was a lions club in town. 
I cannot make a lot of the meetings or maybe not even any of them. 
I do things through my church 
I do not have any skills or anything to help with the lions club. 
What do the lions do? 
 If there is an accident while I am ≥·working a lion’s project can I get sued? 
Do you work with any other organizations? 
 
For Information above and the You Tube Clip go to Tennesseelions.com.   
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 



 
 

 

 


